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COMMAS 
A comma is a pause.  It’s not a final stop like a period.  It’s used to 
connect new ideas to old ones, and to tell the reader when to pause.  

INSTRUCTIONS 
1.  Read each comma rule on the Commas Mat.  
 

2.  Read the sentence cards. 

3.  Determine which comma rule should be used 
to correct each sentence card. 

 

4.  Complete the “Where are the Commas?” 
worksheet using the comma rules. 

Use a comma to separate three or more 
items in a series. 

Jackie plays basketball runs track 
and is on the debate team. 

Use a comma before and after a word 
or phrase that renames a noun 
(appositive). 

Ms. Bell my math teacher never  
gives us homework. 

Use a comma when a sentence begins 
with an introductory word or phrase 
such as well, yes, or for example. 

No you may not spend the night  
with Ethan this weekend.  

Use a comma to connect quotations and 
speech tags. 

“Well ” replied Suzy “I didn’t do it.” 

Use a comma when a sentence begins 
with a dependent clause. 

Because there were two ice storms 
we missed nine days of school this 

year. 

Use a comma to join two independent 
clauses with a conjunction. 

I wanted to buy a soda, but the 
store was already closed. 

COMMA RULES EXAMPLE SENTENCES 



Use a comma to separate three or 

more items in a series. 

Use a comma when a sentence begins 
with an introductory word or phrase 

such as well, yes, or for example. 

Use a comma to connect quotations 

and speech tags. 

Use a comma before and after a 
word or phrase that renames a noun 

(appositive). 

Use a comma to join two independent 

clauses with a conjunction. 

Use a comma when a sentence 

begins with a dependent clause. 

COMMAS MAT 



Use a comma to separate three or 

more items in a series. 

Use a comma when a sentence begins 
with an introductory word or phrase 

such as well, yes, or for example. 

Use a comma to connect quotations 

and speech tags. 

Use a comma before and after a 
word or phrase that renames a noun 

(appositive). 

Use a comma to join two independent 

clauses with a conjunction. 

Use a comma when a sentence 

begins with a dependent clause. 

COMMAS MAT 



My family enjoys playing board 
games watching movies and going 

out for ice cream. 

In conclusion students should not be 

required to wear school uniforms. 

“Sure” responded Lisa “I would love 

to go to the dance with you.” 

Rosa my mom’s best friend is 

picking me up from school today. 

My friends are going to a concert 
next week but my parents won’t let 

me go with them. 

Before she can go to the movies 

Sophie must wash the dishes.  

I asked Santa for a new bike roller 

skates and a Ping-Pong table. 

“I didn’t do it” Jakob muttered “but I 

know who did.” 

After I found out about the contest 
I immediately got to work on my 

entry. 

“Yes” shouted Lila “I finally solved 

the mystery!” 

My uncle speaks Italian Spanish 

English and French. 

Noah plays soccer for the school 

and Dino plays football. 

Well I do not exactly agree with 

your last statement. 

Kentucky the number one team 
in the country plays basketball 

today at noon. 

Yes you may go outside after you 

finish your homework. 

My cousin bought me a present 
so we are going to see her this 

weekend. 

My little brother Jimmy is in the 

4th grade at Gower Elementary. 

If you like musicals you will love 

Annie. 

COMMAS SORTING SENTENCES 
Cut apart for students to sort. 



Use a comma to separate three or 

more items in a series. 

My family enjoys playing board 
games watching movies and going 

out for ice cream. 

I asked Santa for a new bike roller 

skates and a Ping-Pong table. 

My uncle speaks Italian Spanish 

English and French. 

Use a comma when a sentence begins 
with an introductory word or phrase 

such as well, yes, or for example. 

In conclusion students should not be 

required to wear school uniforms. 

Yes you may go outside after you 

finish your homework. 

Well I do not exactly agree with 

your last statement. 

Use a comma to connect quotations 

and speech tags. 

“Sure” responded Lisa “I would love 

to go to the dance with you.” 

“I didn’t do it” Jakob muttered “but I 

know who did.” 

“Yes” shouted Lila “I finally solved 

the mystery!” 

Use a comma before and after a 
word or phrase that renames a noun 

(appositive). 

Rosa my mom’s best friend is 

picking me up from school today. 

My little brother Jimmy is in the 4th 

grade at Gower Elementary. 

Kentucky the number one team in 
the country plays basketball today 

at noon. 

Use a comma to join two independent 

clauses with a conjunction. 

My friends are going to a concert 
next week but my parents won’t let 

me go with them. 

Noah plays soccer for the school 

and Dino plays football. 

My cousin bought me a present so 
we are going to see her this 

weekend. 

Use a comma when a sentence 

begins with a dependent clause. 

Before she can go to the movies 

Sophie must wash the dishes.  

After I found out about the contest 
I immediately got to work on my 

entry. 

If you like musicals you will love 

Annie. 

COMMAS MAT ANSWER KEY 



Where are the Commas? 
Read each sentence and add the missing commas. 

Name___________________ 

1.  My family enjoys playing board games watching movies and going 

out for ice cream. 

2.  Rosa my mom’s best friend is picking me up from school today. 

3.  If you like musicals you will love Annie. 

4.  Noah plays soccer for the school and Dino plays football. 

5.  “Sure” responded Lisa “I would love to go to the dance with you.” 

6.  I asked Santa for a new bike roller skates and a Ping-Pong table. 

7.  Before she can go to the movies Sophie must wash the dishes.  

8.  My uncle speaks Italian Spanish English and French. 

9.  “I didn’t do it” Jakob muttered “but I know who did.” 

10.  In conclusion students should not be required to wear school 

uniforms. 

11.  After I found out about the contest I immediately got to work on my 

entry. 

12.  Yes you may go outside after you finish your homework. 

13.  My little brother Jimmy is in the 4th grade at Gower Elementary. 

14.  “Yes” shouted Lila “I finally solved the mystery!” 

15.  My cousin bought me a present so we are going to see her this 

weekend. 

16.  Well I do not exactly agree with your last statement. 

17.  My friends are going to a concert next week but my parents won’t 

let me go with them. 

18.  Kentucky the number one team in the country plays basketball today 

at noon. 



Where are the Commas? 
ANSWER KEY 

1.  My family enjoys playing board games, watching movies, and going 

out for ice cream. 

2.  Rosa, my mom’s best friend, is picking me up from school today. 

3.  If you like musicals, you will love Annie. 

4.  Noah plays soccer for the school, and Dino plays football. 

5.  “Sure,” responded Lisa, “I would love to go to the dance with you.” 

6.  I asked Santa for a new bike, roller skates, and a Ping-Pong table. 

7.  Before she can go to the movies, Sophie must wash the dishes.  

8.  My uncle speaks Italian, Spanish, English, and French. 

9.  “I didn’t do it,” Jakob muttered, “but I know who did.” 

10.  In conclusion, students should not be required to wear school 

uniforms. 

11.  After I found out about the contest, I immediately got to work on my 

entry. 

12.  Yes, you may go outside after you finish your homework. 

13.  My little brother, Jimmy, is in the 4th grade at Gower Elementary. 

14.  “Yes,” shouted Lila, “I finally solved the mystery!” 

15.  My cousin bought me a present, so we are going to see her this 

weekend. 

16.  Well, I do not exactly agree with your last statement. 

17.  My friends are going to a concert next week, but my parents won’t 

let me go with them. 

18.  Kentucky, the number one team in the country, plays basketball 

today at noon. 



THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
Thank you for purchasing my product. I strive to 

produce rigorous materials that will make the lives of 
teachers a little easier. Please remember to leave 

feedback for TPT credits. If you have any questions, 
concerns, or suggestions, I will respond to them 

promptly in the Q&A section. 

CHECK ME OUT! CHECK ME OUT! 

TERMS OF USE 

 
 
 

 

By downloading or purchasing this electronic file, you are agreeing to the 
following terms: 

This product is intended for single classroom/teacher use. No part of this 
download can be distributed, resold, copied, or edited without permission of the 

author. Violations are subject to the penalties of the Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act. Please purchase additional licenses from my store if you wish to 
share at a 50% discount. All graphics and fonts are also protected by copyright 
from their original author/artist. Uploading this product to the internet is strictly 

forbidden.  
If you would like to share this product, pictures of the product in use, or your 
student work samples on your blog/social media, please link them back to the 

product page in my blog or store.  
 

Copyright ©2016, Heather Martin 

TERMS OF USE 
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